40. REDEEMER OF THE PANDYA KING
FROM THE SIN OF BRABMABATYA

Sundaresa Padha Sekhara Pandya was
succeeded by his son Varaguna Pandya to the throne.
Varaguna Pandya was an ardent devotee of Lord Siva.
The qualities of his head and heart were renowened.
Once he went to the forest on a hunting expedition. On
his return at sunset, his horse unwittingly set its foot on a
Brahmin who was sleeping and the Brahmin died
instantaneously. But the king was not aware of this. The
relatives of the dead Brahmin brought the corpse to the
king and told him of what had really happened. The king
was remorseful and recompensed them amply. Even so,
he became subject to Brahmahathi Dosha.

He tried his best to get rid of the Dosha and
observed various Vrathas, Dharmas, Homas etc. But he
was not relieved of it He, therefore, prostrated before
Lord Somasundareswara and prayed for the eradication
of the Dosha. The Lord told him that soon the Chola king
would invade Madurai and would be defeated by the
Pandya king who would then chase the fleeing Chola
and reach Thiruvidaimaruthur. (known as Madya Arjuna
Kshetra). In that place, the Lord would eradicate the
Brahmahathi.

The events happened as stated by the Lord.
When Varagunapandya reached Thiruvidwmaruthur, he
bathed in the Cauvery and went to the temple to worship
the Lord. As he entered the eastern gate of the temple,